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“Nationalization” of Border Residents: The Consistent Proposition of Modern Border
Construction

SUN Bao-quan & HU Xing-mei
(School of Government, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650500)

Abstract: Borders have prominent structural characteristics. At different stages of national development,
border structures and functions show significant differences. In modern times, China began to transform from
a world country to a sovereign state, and the construction of borders with spatial territorialization and political
integration as its connotations began. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the problems
of borders without boundaries, borders without defense, and political power cannot extend borders were
fundamentally solved, and the heterogeneous border form was thoroughly transformed. In this process, the border
residents, who had long been free from the rule and administration of the state, were gradually liberated from
various regional, dependent, and isolated relations and transformed into nationals of the state. Currently, China’s
national development has entered a new historical stage, placing higher demands on the “reconstruction” of the
borders, and thus the nationalization of the border people is again highlighted, which is reflected in several issues
such as the balance between border residents’ rights and the national obligations, the reshaping and strengthening
of “the sense of border residents”, the integration of the “individuality” of border residents and the “commonality”
of the nationals, the nationalization of stateless population, and the regional differences in the nationalization of
border residents.

Keywords: Borders, Border Residents, Nationals, Modernization, Prospering Borders and Enriching People
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